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The Health Department of Northwest Michigan is mandated by the Michigan Public Health Code to promote 
wellness, prevent disease, provide quality healthcare, address health problems of vulnerable populations, and 

protect the environment for the residents and visitors of Antrim, Charlevoix, Emmet, and Otsego counties. For more 
information, visit nwhealth.org. 

### 

December 16, 2021 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan COVID-19 Update 

  
Pfizer booster shot strongly recommended for anyone 16+ 

 

As COVID-19 cases in northern Michigan – and across the state – continue to rise, officials with the 

Health Department of Northwest Michigan are urging residents to use caution during holiday 

gatherings. 

 

The latest COVID-19 data reported by the Health Department of Northwest Michigan has been compiled 

into a report to show residents a picture of COVID-19 in the community. The Case Trend Summary for 

November 8 – December 12 includes data for all cases, and highlights the differences between 

unvaccinated and vaccinated cases. Key data points from the report for the 5-week period ending 

December 12 include: 

• 2,322 total cases reported 

• Of cases with a confirmatory COVID-19 test: 

o 63.7% of cases were not vaccinated (cases that do not meet the criteria of a fully 

vaccinated individual) 

o 68% of hospitalizations were unvaccinated individuals 

o 73.9% of COVID-19 deaths were unvaccinated individuals 

 

The number of cases continues to put pressure on health care systems, hospitals, businesses due to 

worker shortages, and schools and families. 

 

Throughout the state, more than 55% of residents age 5 and older are fully vaccinated (two weeks 

following a two-dose Pfizer or Moderna COVID-19 vaccine, or one week following a Johnson & Johnson 

vaccine). As the fully vaccinated population has increased, so have the percentage of breakthrough 

incidents. An infographic released from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 

illustrates when more people are vaccinated, more cases may still come from the vaccinated population. 

 

However, the risk of infection, grave illness, and death remains significantly lower among the fully 
vaccinated. Munson Healthcare officials recently noted they are experiencing an   unprecedented 
number of hospitalizations specifically due to COVID-19. Among these COVID-driven hospitalizations, 
many patients are being elevated to the Intensive Care Unit (ICU), where they may require the support 
of a ventilator to assist with breathing difficulties. As reflected in current data, the vast majority of 
patients who've been hospitalized at Munson Healthcare for COVID-19 are unvaccinated. 
 

“Vaccination is still the best tool we have to moderate the impact of this pandemic,” said Dr. Josh 
Meyerson, Medical Director with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan. “Vaccines protect us 
from severe disease. Booster doses have shown to further reduce the risk of disease and reduce 
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infection rates. I encourage everyone to get vaccinated, including your booster dose as soon as you are 
eligible.” 

In addition to getting vaccinated, Dr. Meyerson urges everyone to continue to practice mitigation 
measures including masking at work and indoor public places. Further, residents should stay home if 
they have symptoms such as chills, fever, or mild respiratory/flu-like illness. Get tested and return to 
work, school or socializing once your test is negative and you’re feeling better, or if you test positive 
wait 10 days after your symptoms started before ending isolation. If you have been exposed to someone 
with COVID-19 (i.e., a close contact), take precautions even if you are vaccinated or otherwise do not 
need to quarantine. 

COVID-19 vaccinations – including booster shots – are widely available at pharmacies, health care 

providers and health department clinics. For a list of vaccine providers and locations in Antrim, 

Charlevoix, Emmet and Otsego counties, click here. To schedule a COVID-19 vaccination appointment 

with the Health Department of Northwest Michigan exclusively for children 5 to 11 years old, click here. 

To schedule a COVID-19 vaccination appointment with the health department for anyone 12 and older, 

click here. A parent/guardian must accompany anyone younger than 18 to a COVID-19 clinic. Please 

bring an insurance card to the appointment. Anyone with questions or unable to find a time or date that 

works for them and/or their child may call the health department at 800-432-4121. 

To find a test site in the area, visit http://www.nwhealth.org/covid19main.html. 

Stay up to date on the latest information in the Health Department of Northwest Michigan jurisdiction by liking and following 

our Facebook page and visiting our COVID-19 Data Dashboard. To locate a testing facility, visit the Michigan COVID-19 Test 

Finder website. To track the risk levels of COVID-19 pandemic indicators, visit the MI Safe Start Map website. For more 

information regarding the COVID-19 vaccine, visit the MDHHS vaccine website or the CDC vaccine website. 

CUTLINE:  

This slide from Munson Healthcare illustrates the toll unvaccinated COVID-19 patients are taking on the healthcare system. 
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